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Her Excellency, Dr. Shrimati
Kamla was bom in a Freedom
Fighter's family in Gorir, a
village in Khetri Tehsil of
Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan
on 12th January, 1927. Her
father was a leading freedom
fighter of Rajputana and was
awarded'Tamra Patra'by Late
Smt. Indira Gandhi. Born and
brought up in such a family
dedicated to the mission of
serving the nation, Dr. Kamla
imbibed the national spirit right
from her childhood days that has gone a long way to
mould her career in political and social spheres. After
completing initial studies, she did her graduation from
Banasthali Vidyapeeth, Tonk, Rajasthan with subjects of
Economics, Political Science and History. She got her
Post-Graduate Degree in History from Maharaja College
of Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Dr Kamla started her illustrious career in the field of
political and social work by becoming Deputy Minister in
Rajasthan in 1954 at the very young age of 27. Being the
first lady minister in the State, she looked after
departments such as Medical & Health, Education and
Public Works for the years 1954 to 1957. During her
second term as Deputy Minister from 1962 to 1867, she
successfully handled state departments of Education,
Agriculture, Medical & Health, Finance, Famine Relief,
Food, Animal Husbandry and other such state enterprises.
Apart from this, she has held prestigious positions in the
capacity of State Minister of various departments such as
Home (Police), Industries, Mines, Social Welfare, Medical
& Health, General Administration, Public Relations,
Personnel and Economics and Statistics between the
years 1972 and 1977. She has also shouldered
responsibilities as the Cabinet Minister of Rajasthan State
Government for two consecutive terms of 1880-85 and
1985-90; during which she headed departments of
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry & Dairy Development,
Revenue, Irrigation, Rajasthan Canal (Indira Gandhi
Canal), Energy Development, Education, Labour &
Employment, Rehabilitation, Urban Development,
Sanskrit Education, Technical Education, Ayurved,
Election, Integrated Rural Development, Art & Culture,
Tourism, Special Schemes like Sainik Kalyan, Sheep &
Wool, and Forest. She has represented Bairath (Jaipur)
Constituency as Member of Legislative Assembly during
1993-98. She became Deputy Chief Minister of Rajasthan
in 2003. Thus, she has served as a minister with all the
Chief Ministers of Congress-led governments in
Rajasthan since 1954 for almost 50 years. Besides being
a very senior member in the Congress Governments, she
has also proven herself as a Minister of high calibre,

integrity and outstanding performance. Her long and
illustrious political career bears a strong testimony to this.

In addition to this bright political career, Dr Kamla
has also proven herself as one of the pioneer cooperators
of India by holding high position in the National
Cooperative Union of India and also as the President of
Rajasthan State Cooperative Union. She has been one of
the founder members of the cooperative Movement and
various apex cooperative institutions in Rajasthan. Since
1955, along with her political career, she has also held
many topmost positions in cooperative sector like
General Secretary as well as President of Rajasthan State
Cooperative Union, Jaipur, President, Cooperative
College, Jaipur, and Chairperson, Women Cooperative
Advisory Committee (NCUI), New Delhi. She has also
provided her precious services as Member of General
Body and Executive Committee of All India Cooperative
Union, Jorbagh, New Delhi as well as Member of General
Body, Governing Council and Executive Committee of
Mational Cooperative Union of India, Khelgaon, New
Delhi. Moreover, Dr Kamla has successfully represented
India at International Cooperative Forums held at Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia (1975), Paris, France (1975) and
Moscow, USSR (1980). For her valuable services to this
sector, Dr Kamla has been awarded the "Best Cooperator
of the Country" award for the year 1994-95. All these
speak volumes for her relentless dedication and active
contribution towards the development and sustenance of
cooperative sector at state as well as national level.

Dr Kamla has been a keen spokesperson of weaker
sections of society such as women, children, and farmer
community. She has devoted her energy towards their
betterment in her official capacity as Chairperson,
Rajasthan State welfare Board. She has been
instrumental in initiating programmes for Women and
Child Welfare in the state. As an acknowledgement of her
dedicated services to the goal of Women Empowerment,
American Biographical Institute has felicitated her as
"Woman of the Year 2001 ", while Institute of Economic
Studies, New Delhi has conferred upon her "Mahila
Shiromani Puraskar" in 2003. Being an agriculturist
herself, Dr Kamla is of the conviction that agriculture must
be the backbone of India's economy for the purpose of its
selfsufficiency. As such she has always promoted and
supported the agriculture sector by taking effective steps
towards upliftment of farmer community. As Agriculture
Minister of Rajasthan, she has played-an important role in
the establishment of Rajasthan Agriculture University,
Bikaner. As Minister for Irrigation, she, has accomplished
the tremendous task of preparing district master plans of
about 48,000 water harvesting schemes in the state with a
view to alleviating hardships associated with cultivation
such as lack of adequate water resources. Dr Kamia,
during her tenure as Minister for Revenue and Land
Reforms, has also been initiator of land reforms
promoting the interests of cultivators.

In spite of her active involvement in political and
social sectors, Dr Kamla has not allowed it to overshadow
her scholarly leanings as has been evidenced by her
uninterrupted dedication to the field of academics. She
has been a staunch advocate of Sanskrit and Ayurved and

LI STINAY AN

IEEEER e S




as such played a vital role in establishing National Institute
of Ayurved, Jaipur and Sanskrit University, Jaipur. She
has also presided over Rajasthan Sanskrit Sammelan,
Jaipur. In due recognition of her commendable services
towards Sanskrit, Dr Kamla has been awarded
"Wachaspati, D. Lit." by Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth, New Delhion 28.2.2001.

We are fortunate to have such a multifaceted
personality as the Governor of Gujarat and our Chancellor.

Seminar entitted 'From Exclusion to Right to
Inclusion' was organized on February 11, 2010 by the
Center for Social Exclusion and Inclusion Policy in the
Department. About 150 people participated in the event.
Vice-chancellor Prof. B.A. Prajapati gave the inaugural
address. Dr Saguna Pathy welcomed the delegates and
briefed about the objectives of the Seminar. Prof.
Sudarshan lyengar, Vice- chancellor, Gujarat Vidhyapith,
Ahmedabad delivered the keynote speech. Besides, the
presence of eminent Resource Persons like Prof.
Ghanshyam Shah, former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and one of the members of the Advisory
Committee of UGC, New Delhi, Prof Rohit Shukla, Prof.
Hemant Shah,. Prof A.A.Shaikh and Prof. Yogendra
Mankad, Ahmedabad enhanced the spirit of intellectual
discourse.

Papers were presented by young faculty members
from the Centre for Social Studies, Surat, Revenshaw
University, Cuttack (Orissa), Ganapat University,
Mehsana and also Centre for the Study of Social
Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, Department of Sociology,
VNSGU.
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